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Stafford Conservation Commission minutes 

Date: Tuesday, February 13,2018 
Special meeting 
Place: Warren Memorial Town Hall 

1. 	 Call to order at 6:35 p.m. Recited pledge. Attendance: Chair seated Alonna Halloran for Jen Arpin. Other 
members present: Veronica Halloran, Arlene Avery, Kitty Schooley, Brian Zawodniak and James Greene. 

2. 	 Research on disc golf courses in Vernon, Tolland, Pomfret presented by Arlene Avery; see attachment A. 

3. 	 Brian Zawodniak made a motion to form a sub-committee to research and recommend the best venue 
for disc golf in Stafford; Arlene Avery seconded; Arlene amended to be an ad hoc committee; Brian 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously as amended. 

a. 	 Members of the Stafford Conservation Commission to serve on the newly formed ad 
hoc committee, "The Stafford Disc Golf Committee," are: Arlene Avery and Brian 
Zawodniak 

b. 	 Members of the public interested in volunteering to help are: Maryann Gianantoni, 
Nancy Mattesen and Maureen Griffith 

4. 	 Disc Golf Search committee Mission statement presented by Brian Zawodniak; see attachment B. 

5. 	 Structure/tasks of Disc Golf Search Committee presented by Brian Zawodniak; see attachment C. 

6. 	 Public Comment 

a. 	 Neil Hoss made a comment that much of the proposed research has already been done; 
he was invited to share the research with the newly formed committee 

b. 	 Neil Hoss and Karl Molitoris were invited to assist the newly formed committee; both 
declined. 

7. 	 Adjourn at 7:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Area Disc Golf Course Information 

Vernon: Ecker Hill Disc Golf Course 

Vernon has an 18 hole public disc golf course on Vernon Center Middle School 

property (777 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon). I spoke with Bruce Watt who oversaw 

the installation in 2014. He's now the Parks and Rec Director of Tolland. 

Volunteers who play professionally at Wickham Park helped with the design and 

construction of this course. The cost of the course was mainly materials and 

cages. Bruce went online and told me that the current cost of a good quality 

basket is about $250. The Ecker Hill Disc Golf Course is located about 100 yards 

from Vernon Center Middle School. You can see the school from the course, 

though the course has its own separate parking area. There were no public safety 

concerns with the course being installed so close to the school. In the area of the 

course there is also a large community garden with 120 small garden plots. The 

course opened in the summer of 2014. At the ribbon cutting ceremony the 

Vernon Parks & Rec Department presented to the Superintendent of Schools 15 

sets of discs for use by the Middle School physical education department. 

Tolland: Cross Farms Disc Golf Course 

Tolland has an 18 hole public disc golf course located at its 100 acre Cross Farms 

Recreation Area (167 Rhodes Road, Tolland). The course is adjacent to Birch 

Grove Elementary School. Bruce Watt told me that you actually have to cross the 

Elementary School's baseball field in order to get to one of the baskets. He said 

that there's also a walking trail that connects Tolland high School to the disc golf 

course. He said that there's been no public safety problems with the course being 

close to the schools. The Tolland course is open from sunrise to sunset - even 

during school hours. 



Pomfret: Pomfret Recreation Disc Golf Course 

I spoke with Pomfret's Parks & Rec Director, Barbara Gagnon. Pomfret has a 9 

hole short course that was designed by Barbara and installed by her with the help 

of one Parks & Rec employee, larry. It was installed in 2008. It is located in their 

103 acre Rec Park (576 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center). This park also contains 

basketball courts, volleyball courts, tennis courts, baseball fields, soccer fields and 

a pavilion for events. The Rec Park is open from around April 1st to December 1st
• 

It is closed during the winter season because they don't plow the access road. 

They've had one basket with its sleeve and concrete base dug up and stolen. The 

course is very popular with families and the elderly because it's a short course 

(the shortest hole is just 118 feet from tee to basket and the longest hole is 247 

feet), and also because it's located with so many other sports opportunities. For 

example, a parent or grandparent could drop off one child at soccer practice and 

then playa round of disc golf with another child. The course is well used, even by 

folks from out of town. Barbara says she often sees cars with Rhode Island plates 

parked at the Rec Park. Barbara is willing to give us a tour of the course once they 

re-open in April. 

Stafford: Sunny Valley Disc Golf Course 

Sun Valley Resort in West Stafford (51 Old Springfield Road, Stafford Springs) has 

a private 9 hole disc golf course. I spoke with Tracy Zelonka and Matt Minor. The 

course was installed last summer. It was designed and installed with volunteer 

labor. The materials cost about $4,000. This is a private course open only to 

members and their guests. An annual individual membership costs $350. They are 

open to giving us a tour of their course. 

Respectfully submitted, Arlene Avery 



Mission Statement, Stafford Disc Golf Committee 

The goal of the Stafford Disc Golf Committee is to find a suitable location for a 

disc golf course in town thatcan be easily accessed by residents and non

residents alike. This committee is open to any Stafford resident. The committee 

wi~l: 

•. 	Gauge interest within Stafford pertaining to disc golf 

• 	 Generate a list of potential sites in town that can accommodate disc golf 

and visit said sites with committee members and, if possible, disc golf 

contractor 

• 	 Visit other area disc golf courses and contact town officials in those 

communities to gain insight into their process of selection, installation, and 

continued maintenance 

• 	 . Contact Sun Valley Resort about their dis'c golf course. 

• 	 Conduct any study necessary that may be needed before installation of a 

disc golf course 

• 	 Outreach to other Town of Stafford departments/offices/officials/Board of 

Education* to gain their input 

• 	 Post meeting minutes and progress reports to create transparency 

• 	 Make all meetings open to the public 

• 	 Create a plan to maintain/r.epair disc golf course once installed 

*Our new superintendent, Mr. Steven Moccio, was very receptive to the idea of 
disc golf at our school campus . .. The committee will expedite the process of 

. installation if Mr. Moccio and the Stafford B.O.E. greenlight our proposal. 

Brian Zawodniak, Chair 
P.O. Box 185 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076 
(860) 869-1299 
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Our disc golf course in Stafford should 

meet the following criteria: 

• Easily accessible i.el initial road 


. access and parking 


• Safe and secure 

• AlOIA. comp-liant* 

• Open to residents and non


residents 


• Cause minimal environmental 


impact 


• Have a minimum of nine baskets 


• Maintained regularly/annually 

*Americans with Disabilities Act 


